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The meeting was called to order by interim president Cap Sparling.  
 
Those present were: 
Suzanne Gravelle 
Murray and Edie Massier 
Gina Portillo 
Cap Sparling 
Tracie Willis 
Belinda Cárdena 
Maria Avila 
Sonia Gallegos 
Joanne and Larry Dybuig 
Cecile Earle 
Jan Rothrock 
Jennifer and Gary Culp 
Marcos Scott 
Micki Cunningham 
 
Cap welcomed the three new Mexican members, Sonia Gallegos, Maria 
Avila and Belinda Cárdena who were invited by Gina Portillo.  Cap 
explained to them that the Mission Statement of Grupo Pro Sayulita is 
“Making Sayulita a better place to live and visit” and in order to accomplish 



this mission, we need input from the Mexican’s in Sayulita so we really 
appreciate their coming. 
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��	��������� ��  meeting were reviewed. 

Garbage—our little truck is now working and picking up both garbage 
and recycle goods. 

Zoning—Cap said that he’d heard that a new zoning plan was going to 
be signed into law by the Municipio President Panyagua in the next few 
weeks. Some of the crucial issues we are hoping will be included: changes to 
residential height  and green space requirements and a reduced maximum 
height limit along the beach, two name a few. 
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�   Marcos explained that GPS’s constitution does now allow us to 
be involved in politics and Cap added that we are not a policing agent but 
rather to work towards community driven changes in the regulations that 
govern our town.  
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 : Cap explained that the work of the association is done in 
committees.  If someone is interested in working on an issue, they just need 
to bring it to the attention of the group and then a chairperson will be 
appointed (volunteer) and a committee formed by those individuals 
interested. 
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�����	� : Gina has been working on getting the Mexican 
community involved in our group.  She stated that we now have three 
mothers who have a vested interest in the future of the community and that 
she hopes more will come in the future. 
 
������	��
������ : Gina said that it’s important for use all to focus on 
improving Sayulita’s image and to help make people feel more welcome. 
The complaints include:  lack of community interest in recycling and litter, 
that Sayulita has a “me first” attitude problem and that some key groups, like 
the surfing community, needs to be role models in keeping the beach clean.  
Also mentioned is the lack of feeling that an education is important.  
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��
�  Jennifer Culp mentioned that there is a group of artisans who 
are working to make art and crafts available, but they need support. Jennifer 
will ask one of the artisans to come to the meetings.  Gina mentioned that 



the problem is that the kinder, from the other side of the Punta de Mita road, 
is now at the Campesino building next to the Salud, which takes up a lot of 
the arts and crafts space.  The same governmental individual gave the 
Campesino building to both the kinder and the artisans, and this arrangement 
is difficult for both groups. 
 
 
������	
��� : There was discussion about the possibility of  making 
some current roads into pedestrian space in the town center by closing off 
some of the streets at specific times and/or rerouting the traffic to make a 
pedestrian mall in the evening with art, etc in the street.  The possibility of 
going to Valle with a petition and plan for the traffic was discussed.  
Starting small with weekend afternoons was suggested and, if that is 
successful, expand from there. It was mentioned that numerous Mexican 
tourist towns have pedestrian centers that work for everyone including the 
businesses and the pedestrians.  There were questions about parking issues, 
if the town center is going to become pedestrian and Maria brought up the 
possibility of underground parking.  Gina, Maria, Belinda and Sonia offered 
to talk to the Mexican community.  
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 :  Belinda’s husband Luis Diaz, an architect, is going to work on 
the new classrooms for the Primary School project.  Gina and Luis went to 
the school to talk to the principal and to look at the two temporary 
classrooms that need to be improved.  Luis said that the classrooms are 
beyond repair and suggested that a simple suggestion was to make use of the 
space between two existing classrooms and that their existing walls  could 
anchor the construction on both sides of one new building.  This will be less 
expensive than totally new construction or repair as the walls of the current 
structures.  The construction will begin on Jan. 5 and will take 3-4 weeks.  
Some of the second graders will be  be moved into the new classroom and 
the special ed class/library need to be totally redesigned.  There is still lots of 
work that needs to be done at the schools as it was stated that about 60% of 
the kids who leave the sixth grade can neither read or write. 
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�   Eric 
explained that we have about 6,000 books to sell and that we need to be 
aggressive if we are to reach our goal of raising $70,000 for the public 
schools.  He had some T-shirts made for booksellers to wear when selling 
the books and that school kids will be given the opportunity to sell on 
commission, receiving 10 pesos for each book sold. Adults will be selling 



books in the square and Eric brought banners in Spanish and English to use 
on tables and a stuffed Phillipe, the “hero” of the story he wrote.  Traci has a 
collapsible table that we can use and storage locations were discussed.  
 
Suzanne Gravelle offered to make up a schedule to sell books in the square 
and if you are interested in helping to raise money for the schools, please 
contact her at: crafts@purpleox.ca. 
 
"�������   Much has happened and changed with GPS’s recycle program 
during the past year explained Tracie Willis, the chairperson for this 
important committee. We are dealing with a new company based in Nayarit, 
that is run by two brothers. The new company provides the truck and pickup 
is before 8am. We are now able to recycling clear glass, all forms of plastic, 
including bags, paper, newspapers and all forms of cardboard.  We really 
need aluminum cans, as they are the most profitable.  Because of the system 
we are using now, and the fact that the market has fallen off for recycle, we 
are not making very much money. Traci also feels we need to make a new 
effort to get the support of the Mexican community which was lost in the 
past 6 months due to lack of pickup.  We also have to teach people to stop 
putting garbage in the recycle bins. 
  
GPS has to pay for two men to separate materials at our employ depot and 
this costs $2,000 a week.  Much of our funding has come from the Punta de 
Mita Foundation.  They paid a years rent on the depot and supplied 
containers.  But for the future we need to fund our own recycling and so we 
know how much that is, Traci’s committee will come up with a budget.  
 
Recycling meetings are now Mondays at 3:00 if you would like to attend and 
lend a helping hand to this important work. One rumor around town is that 
Traci is using the recycling program as a personal business and we need to 
tell people that the program is totally under the GPS banner.  Gina said we 
need would go to the schools to talk about recycling and she would be glad 
to help get that message out. 
 
%��&��� : Sayulimpia is now absorbed by GIRRSA, a garbage company.  
They are running our truck for pickups in the hills and recycle pickup.  One 
of our current problems is that we don’t have enough garbage cans.  Most of 
those we bought over the past two years are now gone and we need to buy 
new ones.  Cap talked to the Caculo, who bought the last ones, about 



purchasing 40 new cans. Marcos said that if we keep using the same can, we 
will need to replace them every year.  This led to a discussion about 
alternatives to  the style of can we are using and there is a photo of one 
alternative at the end of this report.   
 
Regardless of the type of can we get, the garbage men from GIRRSA will 
maintain them. Marcos will talk to GIRRSA about sourcing the cans we 
decide to get. Marcos will also get a price on the welded cans.  Gina 
suggested an “adopt a trash can” that would have the owners or owner’s 
home name on the can.  Jennifer has volunteered to lead a painting project. 



(Please see photo of welded can that is at Marcos’s old restaurant (in the 
back) next to the bridge. 

 
�



We no longer have clean-up staff here since GIRRSA has taken over all the 
jobs.  Marcos warned about GPS committing to long-term salaries, on-going 
projects, etc.  as that requires an office and staff, which is very expensive. 
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��	�	���������   Marcos gave keys to plumber who is 
currently putting in the fixtures.  Lights are still in the restaurant but should 
go in soon.  Kenny is back and Marcos will talk to him about finishing the 
project since he started it last spring. 
 
�	���	��(��)�� :  Cap talked about the possibility of getting a street 
sweeper to get ALL the dirt that washes off the hills onto the cobbles during 
the rainy season. Marcos said he would contact Valle to see if they have 
such a machine and if they would provide it and a driver a few times a year 
to keep the new roads dust free.  Gina suggested getting the junior high kids 
to clean the streets.  
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0��	 :  After the meeting, Cap took pictures of 
the banner illustrating the entry project which will be about three blocks 
long and run from the Salud to the bridge .  (please see photo) 
 
 



 
 


